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Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 

Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)

Federal Food Drug and Cosmetic Act 

(FFDCA)

Food Quality Protection Act of 1996 

(FQPA)

U.S. Pesticide Laws



U.S. Government Agencies – Roles and 

Responsibilities
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) 

Evaluates pesticide risks to humans and the 
environment, registers and sets 
tolerances/MRLS

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Enforces EPA tolerances on all foods (except 
meat and poultry)

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Food Safety and 
Inspection Service

Enforces EPA tolerances on meat and poultry

All 50 States
Enforce tolerances on all foods sold within their 
boundaries



Coordination and Communication

Any federal or state program that 
finds violation of pesticide laws 
informs FDA or FSIS 

FDA issues “detentions and alerts” on 
their web site that are available to 
consumers and other government 
agencies

Most are for unauthorized additives, 
microbial contaminants or 
unallowable impurities.



Pesticide Issues

Pesticide tolerances are in constant review

Information can be difficult to obtain

Confusion about tolerance expression and 

crop grouping

http://www.epa.gov/pesticides 

http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~lrd/pestadd.html

http://www.ams.usda.gov/pdp

http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~lrd/pestadd.html

