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Lutz Alder

New MRL legislation in the EU
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New situation since September 1 2008

All national MRL regulations in EU member states 

are withdrawn

Entry into force of MRLs of Regulation (EC) 

396/2005

MRLs are listed in annexes III and III

Annexes II and III are published (and amended) in 

separate regulations

Actually in force:

Regulation (EC) 149/2008

Regulation (EC) 839/2008

Regulation (EC) 256/2009
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Advantages of the new regulation for MRL enforcement

(for residue analysis and for monitoring)

 > 400 pesticides explicitly mentioned

 Default MRL of 0.01 mg/kg introduced 

for all substances not explicitly 

mentioned

 Nearly all fruits, vegetables etc. 

separately mentioned

(>300 commodities separately listed)

 66 kinds of food of animal origin 

directly listed

 Definition of the required LOQ (if no 

GAP or no residues)

 Additional list of pesticides for which 

no MRLs are necessary (Annex IV)
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Advantages of the new regulation for consumers

 2500 unsave (old national) MRLs 

withdrawn 

 Last barriers in food trade inside the EU 

disappeared

 Reduced number of MRL violations 

observed now

 All former European regulations 

considered 

 All MRLs checked in chronic and acute 

intake assessments based on different 

European diets

% of pesticides
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Disadvantages of the new regulation and open points

 Compared to old national MRLs new EU MRLs are 

often set at higher levels (provided that there is no 

consumer risk)

 Approx. 50% of MRLs are provisional (not based on 

GAP and results of residue trials)

 Analytical methods which correspond to the required 

LOQs not generally available (new methods or 

higher LOQs required)

Note:

Assessment of provisional MRLs is in progress!
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Lutz Alder

Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung

Thielallee 88-92  D-14195 Berlin

Tel. +49 30 84 12 33 77 

lutz.alder@bfr.bund.de
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